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Head Line: Date tips Osaka as future No.1
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Contents:
After becoming a Grand Slam champion, Nomi Osaka can follow her
historic U.S. Open triumph by becoming the first Japanese player to reach
No.1 in world, predicts former Japanese great Kimiko Date.
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Though Osaka’s moment of glory was overshadowed by Serena William’s
meltdown during her stunning 6-2,6-4 upset of her idol on Saturday ,the
20-year-old demonstrated she has the game, and the grit, of to be a serial
winner, according to Date.
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“To play like that in her first Grand Slam final was just amazing,” Date told
AFP.
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“To keep your cool like that , from the moment you step onto court to the
last point, isn’t easy,” added the former world No.4, who reached the semi
finals at Wimbledon in 1996.
“If she continues to develop the way she has over the past two weeks and
stays motivated, she go on to be Japan’s first world No.1.
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Date likened Osaka to China’s Li Na, who retired in 2014 after winning
the French and Australian Opens and reaching No.2 in the world.
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Osaka is taking on the power tennis of the women’s game with power of
her own---an Asian player, a Japanese player,” said Date, who retired last
year at the age 46.
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“ Until now only Li Na had the physique to be able to tackle that kind of
power. You could tell Serena was wary of Osaka power.”
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But I’'m not sure, about asked questions. For me....I think it’s still a win. So
I'm just going to count it as that. The penalties had not diminished her
sense of accomplishment in winning the match.
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